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Words Don’t Mean What They Mean
Name
Institution
Essay Summary
The Authors name 

Stephen Pinker is an author and a great linguist born in Montreal Canada in 1954.
The Main point

The author analyses how phrases convey different meanings when used in different contexts and how these differences can either help or hinder effective and accurate communication and relationships (Pinker, 2007). Once the wrong message is conveyed to the right person, then the intended outcome will not be reached. For the right message to be conveyed the context must be considered.
Examples
The author uses the Movie Tootsie, to show how words don’t mean what they mean. In the movie, the character played by Dustin Hoffman is disguised as a woman who is speaking to a young actress whose name is Jessica Lange. Jessica suggests that she really wishes she could make love to Hoffman one day as they engage in a girls talk on one night. She however used the phrase “I could lay a big line on you, but the simple truth is I find you very interesting, and I’d really like to make love to you’ wouldn’t that be a relief?” Later in the night Stephen meets Jessica and wants to make love to Jessica. This time he is dressed in a male’s attire and Jessica slaps him on the face and refuses to make love to him. 

In another incident, George is asked out for coffee in the night by his date but he relents just for him to later realize that the “coffee” meant sex yet it was too late because he had already lost the chance.

In a different incident, the author explains how sometimes his girlfriend would gladly offer him gum out of the blues. The author says he is happy and he also gladly accepts the offer because it is from his girlfriend and because he enjoys gum. He however later realizes that his girlfriend would always offer him gum because his breath was stinky but she wouldn’t frankly tell him that.
Essay Analysis

The author’s writing experience, credibility

The author is highly experienced writer. His literature is very rich and worthwhile.
The author’s technique, style, tone, vocabulary

The author has good techniques like involving the audience. For example when the author would ask, wouldn’t that be a relief? The author is trying to take his audience into the real world of the story. He expects that the audience would imagine what a relief it would be if a girl whom a man dearly loves declares that she wishes to make love to the man.

The author is also rich in style. He uses metaphors like coffee to mean sex (Lang, 1998), description as he describes how the Jessica opens up to Stephen.
The tone is a romantic one for Jessica’s case such that the audience would relate with it. The gum incident is also presented in a romantic tone as well as the coffee incident. The author uses a very simple vocabulary that would be easy to understand by any type of audience he targeted.
The author reaches his/her intended audience

According to Stein (1995), the author reaches the intended audience. This is because the message is a romantic message which targets the young people and lovers as well. The author’s use of the romantic tone and humor in the essay, clearly portrays his message to the target audience.
The essay/article reflects the title’s meaning

The essay reflects the meaning of the essays title. That words do not mean what they mean is true in this essay. This is because in all the three instances, the people who said the words did not really mean those particular words. Jessica did not really mean she wanted sex, while the lady who asks for coffee instead wanted sex but would not just say it as it is and when the author accepts gum for his like, it did not mean goodwill rather his breath was not fresh.
Other points analyzed likes. Dislikes
The author likes the fact that words can be twisted around to mean different things in different contexts.
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